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Alumni win international acclaim
Scholarship and the arts flourish
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The 2012 Good Universities Guide has once again given 











5-star ratings for quality teaching, generic skills and student 
satisfaction. With the addition this year of separate ratings for 
domestic	graduates,	Avondale	received	more	5-star	ratings	
than ever before – eight altogether. Only one other institution 
matched	this	score.
Dr Jane Fernandez-Goldborough has been appointed as 
Avondale’s	new	Vice	President	(Learning	and	Teaching),	
replacing Dr Philip Brown, who has accepted a position as 
Principal of Newbold College, England. Jane was previously 
senior	lecturer	in	English	in	Avondale’s	School	of	Humanities	
and Creative Arts. 
Jane’s love for teaching and working with young people 






Philosophy with Macquarie University.  
Jane	joined	Avondale’s	staff	in	2001.	Since	then	she	
has	authored	a	book	on	K.S.	Maniam,	a	writer	of	the	Indian	
diaspora. She has edited books and contributed chapters and 
articles	to	academic	journals	and	inter-disciplinary	publica-
tions. She has presented scholarly papers at international 
conferences, led out in research initiatives and is involved in 
collaborative	projects	with	several	networks.
Her teaching is inspiring, and she has provided strong 
leadership in developing at Avondale the nexus between qual-
ity	teaching	and	research.	Jane	is	committed	to	Avondale’s	
vision	to	become	a	premier	Christian	institution.
The Good Universities Guide	compares	universities	and	
leading private higher education providers Australia-wide. Its 
ratings for teaching quality, generic skills and student satisfac-
tion	are	derived	from	surveys	of	recent	graduates	conducted	
by Graduate Careers Australia, the leading Australian authority 
on	graduate	outcomes,	educational	experience	and	career	












Dr Jane Fernandez-Goldborough appointed 
Vice President (Learning and Teaching)
Dr Jane Fernandez-Goldborough
3Avondale’s vocational training ‘a model of best practice’ Wayne Miller
Dr Wayne Miller is the coordinator of vocational education and 
training at Avondale. He also instructs in sea kayaking in the 
Certificate III in Outdoor Recreation.
Avondale is both a higher education provider and a provider 
of	vocational	education	and	training	(VET).	State	regulatory	
authorities recently 
conducted audits of 
all	private	Registered	
Training Organisa-
tions in Australia. After 
a	comprehensive	
review of Avondale’s 






















registration was granted without the usual re-registration site 
audit,	a	further	acknowledgement	of	the	quality	of	Avondale’s	












ware as they prepare to hone their roping skills in the nearby 
Watagan	Mountains.	Some	may	be	loading	sea	kayaks	in	





the South Island. When I asked three participants why the trip 
stands out, they described the experience as “a hard-hitting 
white water experience. We learnt so much	in	four	days,”	they	
said.	“We	not	only	learnt	to	paddle	well	but	to	instruct	well.”	
Outdoor	Recreation	also	supplies	services	to	Avondale’s	
higher education sector, enabling students in selected degree 
units	in	teacher	education	courses	to	gain	skills	and	qualifica-
tions	(dual-badging),	as	recommended	by	the	outdoor	recre-




offering web-based support to school principals, outdoor 
education	coordinators	and	camping	program	supervisors	
with resources such as Standard Operating Procedures, no-
tification	forms	and	links	to	industry-based	bodies.	Through	a	
partnership with Gilson College, Macquarie College and Avon-




Min Gorring begins her descent
Dean Conacher abseiling in the Watagan Mountains
4New Director of Marketing and Advancement
Strong enrolment in 2011
While	rock	climbing,	abseiling,	sea	kayaking,	white	water	





students’ understanding and experience of Christian spiritual-
ity.	In	these	units,	aptly	called	Visionary	Leadership	in	the	Out-
doors	I	and	II,	Adrian	Ellison	mentors	students	in	the	religious,	




























is an opportunity to use the skills and experience I’ve gained 
elsewhere	to	help	others	‘find	their	inspiration’.	It	is	also	an	




There were healthy increases in Early Childhood Education, 
Nursing	and	Outdoor	Recreation.	The	Bachelor	of	Nursing	
program,	with	a	first-year	intake	of	almost	160	students	in	





substantially discounted tuition and the option of deferring all 
tuition	payments	until	annual	earnings	exceed	the	threshold	
set	by	the	Commonwealth	(currently	$44,912	p.a.).
Sea kayaking. Photo: Wayne Miller
Colin	Crabtree	at	the	Avondale	Alumni	Association’s	Annual	General	Meeting.	Photo:	
Ann Stafford


























The Alumnus of the Year Award went to Alan Thrift, 




























in Moldova. Pastor John Chan 
(1961)	spoke	as	a	representative	of	
past	students	who	embraced	the	
Seventh-day Adventist faith while at 
Avondale. Student leaders of 2011 
told of current students’ dedication 
to	mission.




of Fellows of the International Tech-
nology and Engineering Education 
Association, based in the USA. The 
citation	commences:	“This	is	the	
highest recognition that the Interna-













teach, and for the next three years taught industrial arts in Ad-
elaide. He wanted to do postgraduate work, but because this 
was not available in technology education in Australia, he and 
Sue went to Andrews University, Michigan, where he gained a 
master’s	degree	and	a	doctorate.	
He then returned to Australia and worked at Avondale in 
1985.	He	and	Sue	had	not	returned	to	Australia	during	the	five	
years they were in the US, and did not anticipate the reverse 






a secondary school in Sydney, then accepted a position at 
the University of Newcastle training technology teachers. He 
later	moved	to	Edith	Cowan	University	in	Perth	as	coordina-














eleven books. He regularly presents at international and 
national conferences, consults on technology education in 
a	number	of	countries,	is	a	longstanding	member	of	eight	
professional associations and is on the editorial board of four 
professional	journals.	
“I	feel	God	has	richly	blessed	me	throughout	my	journey,”	











7Avondale alumnus achieves international eminence in music
Avondale	alumnus	Profes-
sor David King has forged 
an astonishing international 
career as a university profes-









After winning the Austra-
lian	Cornet	Championship	in	
1982,	he	gained	a	scholar-
ship to study in Britain. There 









































In 2000 David King gained the degree of Doctor of Musical 
Arts	from	the	University	of	Salford,	Manchester,	England,	be-
coming	the	first	recipient	of	a	performance	research	doctorate	





















Professor King is founder and director of Qdos Institute 
of	Musical	Arts,	an	independent	musical	arts	educational	
advisory service. He is also an artist and advisory consultant 
for	Yamaha	Music	in	Europe	and	Australia.
1	Comments	cited	in	The British Bandsman,	28	June	2003.
Professor David King: distinguished conductor
8Avondale musicians acclaimed on US concert tour
Avondale’s	premier	vocal	ensemble,	The	Promise,	impressed	
audiences on its three-week concert tour of California in 
September-October	2011.	The	tour	included	performances	at	
Loma	Linda	University,	Pacific	Union	College,	Grace	Cathedral	










included a televised worship service in St Paul’s Cathedral 
Melbourne	during	the	2006	Commonwealth	Games;	a	Sydney	
Opera	House	appearance	as	part	of	the	Sydney	Youth	Musi-




















of Music and as a soloist for the Newcastle Festival’s Opera 




nis prefaced the recital with a pre-concert talk based on his 
research on the collaboration between Schubert and the poet 
Wilhelm	Müller	in	the	creation	of	the	work.
Other Avondale ensembles








perform	Handel’s	Messiah, televised in the Avondale College 
The	Promise	vocalists	in	the	Avondale	College	Church.	Photo:	Ann	Stafford
9International study tours enhance student learning
Avondale enhances learning opportunities by offering interna-
tional study tour electives as credit towards students’ degree 
programs.	Study	tours	are	available	in	history,	visual	com-
munication,	music,	business	and	biblical	studies.	Preparation	
includes lectures, discussions, research, tutorial presentations 
and	a	written	assignment.	A	post-tour	assignment	brings	
together the insights acquired on the trip. Study tours enrich 
theoretical	learning	with	first-hand	experience,	generate	an	
enthusiasm	for	learning	that	has	no	equal	in	the	classroom,	
and develop global perspectives of value in subsequent pro-
fessional life.
Bible lands study tour
In	July	2011	Dr	Wayne	French,	Lake	Macquarie	campus	
chaplain with a keen interest in archaeology, led sixty-two 
students on a study tour of Bible lands: Egypt, the Sinai pen-










experience of cultures outside Australia.




















for the occasion. The concert also featured the Sydney Male 
















The Idea of North.
Studying music at Avondale
Avondale	offers	music	as	a	major	study	in	the	Bachelor	of	Arts	





optional highlight is a European Study Tour. Currently thirty-
five	students	are	majoring	in	music	in	Avondale’s	undergradu-









This year’s history tour studied aspects of French history as-
sociated with sites in the south of France and in and around 
Paris.	The	previous	tour	(2008)	focused	on	the	history	of	an-
cient	Greece	and	Rome.	The	tours	enhanced	students’	skills	
of historical investigation as they analysed and interpreted the 
source	materials	available	at	the	various	sites	and	museums.	
Students	experienced	at	first	hand	the	geography,	locations	
and cultures relevant to the history they had studied, gaining 
clearer understandings of the political, social and ethical is-
sues facing people in history. 
“Actually seeing the buildings, sites and ruins in person  
.	.	.	has	made	the	people	in	history	.	.	.	more	real	to	me,”	one	












Maria Northcote delivered a refereed paper on the educational 





















were able to observe best practice in a range of international 
businesses,	improving	their	understanding	of	the	internal	












Wright in Oak Park, Chicago. Photo: Andrew Collis
Music students departing for their 2010 international study tour. Photo: Corinne 
Knopper
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A 2011 conference entitled Church and Adventist Iden-
tity in the 21st Century explored issues of identity in relation 
to	the	question	of	how	the	church	might	relate	relevantly	
to	the	contemporary	world.		Pastor	Rudy	Dingjan,	Church	
Growth Director for the Seventh-day Adventist Church in the 
Netherlands,	and	Pastor	Peter	Roennfeldt,	who	has	cultivated	
church	planting	movements	in	up	to	fifty	countries,	shared	








The Manifest Creative Arts Festival (2011),	organised	
by	the	Adventist	Church	in	the	South	Pacific	through	Avon-















Adventist Media Network whose life was 
cut tragically short. Visiting present-
ers	included	Kay	Rizzo,	author	of	over	
fifty	books	and	one	of	the	most	prolific	
Adventist writers, and Stacia Wright, co-founder of the annual 
SONscreen	film	festival	organised	by	the	Seventh-day	Adven-
tist	Church	in	North	America.	
Symposium on origins issues
In	2011	Avondale	hosted	a	weekend	symposium	on	origins	
issues, sponsored by the Faith and Science Council of the 







theory of origins requires an 












ity, Dr Grant noted that while 
natural selection can produce 
variations, there is no evidence 
that	it	can	add	to	the	complexity	of	the	genome.












The evidence indicates rapid and catastrophic burial. The 
fossils	are	typically	in	pristine	condition,	with	no	marks	of	
scavenging or erosion of the 
skeleton. When whales die 






found with the baleen still 
intact. Dr Esperante noted that 
a	majority	of	palaeontologists	
now believe that the geological 
record shows evidence not of 
uniform	change,	but	of	gradual	
depositions interspersed with 
repeated local catastrophes.
NeW PerSPecTIVeS oN cHrISTIANITy 
coNFereNceS
Avondale hosted two New Perspectives on Christianity confer-
ences	(2009,	2011),	each	of	which	developed	a	stimulating	
range	of	Christian	viewpoints	on	contemporary	issues,	includ-
ing presentations on Christian witness, indigenous issues, bib-
lical scholarship, organisational leadership, education, health 
and	the	visual	arts.	Selected	papers	from	the	New	Perspec-
tives conferences are published in The International Journal of 
New Perspectives on Christianity,	a	refereed	journal	published	





addition to the papers presented at the conferences.




















and contextual in operation, and characterised by the beauty 
of the new creation unfolding in people’s lives.
Associate Professor David Tacey	(LaTrobe	University)	
proposed	(2009)	that	one	way	Christianity	can	increase	its	
relevance in Australia is by showing leadership in the debate 
about the ecological crisis.
Early Christian witness








Dr Bruce Manners, pastor of the Avondale College 
Church,	argued	(2011)	that	factors	contributing	to	the	rapid	
growth of early Christianity suggest effective ways for Chris-
tians	to	influence	the	post-Christian	world.	The	beliefs	of	early	
Christianity	were	attractive	because	they	gave	meaning	to	life	








Indigenous issues and Christianity








place and belonging for all cultures and peoples gives special 
significance	to	God’s	promises	assuring	believers	of	their	right	
to	a	position	in	His	family	and	His	place.	Fletcher	argued	that	
because reconciliation is offered by God and has been given 
to	us	as	a	ministry	(2	Cor	5:17-20),	Christians	have	an	obliga-
tion	to	support	and	be	among	the	leaders	of	reconciliation	in	






Dr Sook-Young Kim, author of The Warrior Messiah	(Cam-
bridge	Scholars	Publishing),	showed	(2011)	that	phrases	in	
verses	1	and	12	of	Isaiah	53	denote	a	royal	Messiah	figure	







Dr James Osterhaus, a senior part-
ner in TAG Consulting USA, explored 
(2011)	some	of	the	tensions	confront-
ing leaders of organisations, noting that 
authentic	leaders	are	committed	to	the	
values	of	their	organisations	and	make	
decisions consistent with those values 
despite	the	competing	pressures.	Dr	
Osterhaus is a clinical psychologist ex-















they should live their lives. The study tended to support the 




anity, and of how the Christian church should change to inter-




of reference to facilitate critical evaluation, strategic planning 
and renewal in Christian schools.
Health
Dianne Sika-Paotonu presented a 
paper based on her PhD research on 
designing cancer vaccines, carried out 
at the Malaghan Institute of Medical 
Research	in	New	Zealand.	These	can-
cer vaccines are dendritic-cell based 
and	work	by	stimulating	the	immune	
system	to	destroy	cancer	tissue.	It	has	
been found that the dendritic cells of 
cancer patients are often not working 
properly,	which	means	that	signals	
needed	by	the	immune	system	to	generate	cancer-killing	cells	
are not produced. When dendritic cells work well, they are 
capable of converting resting T-cells into cancer-killer T-cells. 
Dianne’s work showed that dendritic cells were able to work 
harder	and	produce	more	cancer-killer	T-cells	when	the	den-
dritic-cell based vaccine preparation contained a sea sponge 







specialist in degenerative diseases in the School of Medi-
cal Sciences, University of New South Wales, presented a 
paper identifying lifestyle choices that can greatly reduce 
the incidence of the degenerative diseases that account for 
95	per	cent	of	the	causes	of	death	in	Australia.	Among	the	
lifestyle factors associated with degenerative disease he noted 






food and the liability to degenerative diseases associated with 
obesity. 
Visual arts
Dr Richard Morris, a senior lecturer in Avondale’s School of 
Humanities	and	Creative	Arts,	observed	that	Protestants	have	





painting Victory Over Death 2. On the surface, the painting ap-
pears	to	consist	merely	of	painted	words.	Morris	showed	how	
the opposition of light and darkness in the painting creates a 
bridge	between	its	verbal	symbolism	and	abstraction,	provid-












online databases containing huge repositories of periodi-




























special libraries, and access to the catalogues of the British 
Library,	the	Library	of	Congress,	and	other	major	overseas	
collections).	





Online access to Avondale’s research
Some	Reflections readers have asked how to access research 
by	Avondale	personnel.	Library	staff	established	and	now	
manage	an	electronic	repository	giving	open	access	world-
wide to the research and scholarly output of Avondale staff 
and postgraduate students, as well as access to two of Avon-
dale’s	journals:	The International Journal of New Perspectives 
on Christianity and Christian Spirituality and Science. 
Entitled ResearchOnline@Avondale, the repository 
provides publication data and, where copyright allows, the 
associated full text of articles. All content is indexed in Google 
and other search engines.The site can be accessed at http://
















Scholars’ Centre containing 
study and research facilities 
for higher degree research 
students.
There	is	also	a	computer	
lab for training students in the 
use	of	the	Library’s	electronic	
resources, and in the use of 
scholarly software such as 
Endnote, which stores bib-
liographic details of sources 
read	for	assignments	and	the-
ses, and creates the neces-
sary citations, references and 
bibliographies.
Integration of libraries on two campuses
A	significant	development	
has been the integration of 
the libraries on the Sydney 
campus	and	the	Lake	Mac-
quarie	campus.	The	former	




– to support the learning and 
teaching of nursing students 
and the professional develop-
ment	of	hospital	staff.





catalogue, greater variety 
of print resources for each 
campus,	access	to	a	wide	






















to the following online databases:
•	 ATLASerials for Alumni. An online collection of over 100 
major	religion	and	theology	journals.	Users	can	read	the	
full text of current articles or research the history of a topic 
from	as	early	as	1924	to	the	present	through	more	than	




•	 EDNA Education. The leading Australian online resource 
collection in education.






Land of the Pharaohs exhibition
From	time	to	time	the	Library	mounts	special	exhibitions	of	





Egypt and the Middle East, 
including busts of the Egyptian 
queens Nefertiti and Hatshep-
sut;	a	tablet	recording	Sen-
nacherib’s invasion of Judah 
in	701	BCE;	and	a	winged	bull	
from	the	palace	of	Xerxes	in	
Susa. The exhibition attracted 
many	hundreds	of	visitors	
to Avondale, including tour 













Egyptian god of the dead. The statue 
stood guard at the treasury entrance in 
Tutankhamen’s	tomb.
16

















reefs, channels, currents and anchorages of the treacherous 
Solomon	Island	waters.





for the Japanese 
offensive in New 





lian civilians were 
ordered to leave 
the	Solomons	in	
January	1942.		




showed the safe 
routes through the 
dangerous reefs 




















Ferris was now living in Adelaide as youth director of the 
South Australian Conference of the Seventh-day Adventist 














Ferris to pilot the 






photograph, taken in 
a bunker in the Solo-
mons,	and	supplied	
by Ferris’s daughter 
Marilyn, shows Ferris 
(third	from	left)	report-
ing	to	the	commander	
of the allied forces in 
the	Solomons	that	
he had successfully 
accomplished	his	mis-
sion. Ferris is wearing 
General Macarthur’s 
personal ring, given 
to	him	to	signify	the	




















were also the hazards of the sea. One night the boat on which 
they were travelling lurched as it ran aground on an uncharted 
reef, hurling their baby into the sea. One of the nationals on 
board	saved	the	baby,	but	only	after	diving	three	times	to	
locate it under water. Ferris was an excellent carpenter and 
diesel	mechanic;	he	had	to	be.	At	the	training	school	that	he	
established on the island of Guadalcanal, he worked with the 
nationals	to	construct	the	school	building,	church	and	dormi-
tories. He also built the furniture.6
When entering new areas, the Ferrises were typically able 
to	win	the	confidence	of	the	people	through	their	medical	
work;	but	in	a	few	places	they	encountered	fierce	opposition.	













“not one teacher left his post or let down the standard of the 
Advent	movement	during	this	whole	period.”8 Despite suf-
fering great hardships, the national workers constructed and 
dedicated sixteen new churches and baptised over a hundred 












sion in his absence.11 He reported that the church’s property 
there was in surprisingly good condition.12  Ferris stayed 
several	months	in	the	Solomons	with	a	brief	to	re-establish	
contact	with	mission	stations,	ensure	that	their	programs	were	








in	1942,	an	army	officer	had	tried	to	burn	the	Portal to prevent 
it being used by the Japanese. The ship, however, did not 
burn. The local Adventist nationals hid it in a creek and dis-
tributed	the	engine	parts	among	the	villagers	for	safe	keeping.	
When Ferris returned, the people retrieved all the parts for 
re-assembling.







trative ability in his relations with the national people. Pitcairn 
was	now	under	Garvey’s	administration,	and	he	invited	Ferris	
to	be	his	official	representative	on	the	island.	During	their	
three-year residence on Pitcairn the Ferrises led the people in 
spiritual	revival,	helped	resolve	animosities	between	families,	

















4  Interview with Marilyn Peatey, 24 August 2010.
5  Interview with Marilyn Peatey, 24 August 2010.
6		 Lantry,	Broken Stick, chapters 2-4, 7.






Heritage Centre, Box 757.
11		 Letter	from	Norman	Ferris	to	S.V.	Stratford,	11	June	1945.	Adventist	
Heritage Centre, Box 757.
12		 Norman	Ferris,	Report	to	the	Australasian	Union	Conference.	Adventist	
Heritage Centre, Box 757.
13		 Arnold	Reye,	“They	did	return!	The	resumption	of	the	Adventist	mission	
in	the	Solomon	Islands	after	World	War	II	–	Part	II,”	Journal of Pacific 
Adventist History,	Vol.	7,	No.	1,	June	2007,	pp.	6-7.






















the streets at night while attending school by day. When a 



















tion in Avondale’s School 
of	Humanities	and	Creative	
Arts, has been awarded 
an	Australian	Learning	and	
Teaching Council citation 
for outstanding contribu-
tion to student learning. 
The award, presented at 
the Sydney Opera House 
in August 2011, includes a 
prize	of	$10,000	to	be	used	




collaboration with Sydney University lecturer Judith Beveridge 
to publish a poetry anthology, Wording the World,	combin-
ing	poems	by	Carolyn’s	creative	writing	students	with	poems	










































This is the remarkable story of a person at Avondale who grew up in one of the many countries of the world racked by violence and 
terror. Identities are withheld.
Carolyn	Rickett.	Photo:	Aaron	Bellette
19
































life in a new country. I cannot describe the relief and gratitude I 

















feet, as Jesus washed his disciples’ feet. Here was I, who had 
been	disowned	by	my	family	and	threatened	as	a	member	of	








“Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and	supplication	with	thanksgiving	let	your	requests	be	made	
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding,	will	guard	your	hearts	and	your	minds	in	Christ	
Jesus”	(Philippians	4:6,	7	NRSV).	My	favourite	text	is	Philippi-
ans 4:13: “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens 
me”	(NKJV).	
Josh Brown graduated from Avondale in 2007 with a Bachelor of Arts/Bachelor of Teaching degree. He teaches English and History 







5-STAR RATINGS + 8 CATEGORIES IN THE GOOD UNIVERSITIES GUIDE = AVONDALE
For over 10 years, the Good Universities Guide has given Avondale College of Higher Education 5-star 
ratings in key areas relating to quality teaching and student satisfaction.
The 2012 edition gave Avondale 5-star ratings in eight categories, ranking Avondale above most 
Australian universities in the following areas:
> Staff-student ratio 
> Staff qualifications
> Teaching quality (all and domestic graduates)
> Generic skills (all and domestic graduates)
> overall satisfaction (all and domestic graduates) 
FIND YOUR INSPIRATION AT AVONDALE
IT’S eDUcATIoN DeSIGNeD For LIFe
